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A quick introduction…

About framing
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Alfonso Gutiérrez

✓ I’m a Chemist (not a lawyer)
✓ Photographer since very young
✓ CEO of the photo agency agefotostock

with offices in Barcelona, Madrid and 
other countries

✓ Here I am as the President of CEPIC
representing the Picture Industry

✓ An industry composed of over 600 
small, medium and large enterprises
and more than half a million of 
individual photographers, just like me…
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Why is CEPIC here?

✓ Because our association represents more 
than 600 photographic agencies that are 
the exclusive distributors of more than 
half a million photographers

✓ Because photographic agencies are the 
necessary link between authors and 
publishers

✓ Because hundreds of thousands of those 
photographers receive every month 
money from the licensing of their images 
through photographic agencies
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✓ Because a huge number photographers 
used to live out of that money

✓ Because adequate legislation for the digital 
market is missing and as a consequence is 
sending photographic agencies and 
professional photographers to bankruptcy 

✓ Is this what we (you) want?

✓ Finally, because we need to repeat here, 
once more, why this is happening and we 
are expecting an updated legal framework 
to remedy the situation 
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The Framing snowball
and more about…

…why this is adversely
affecting the visual industry
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Framing
(Hotlinking)

A term used on the Internet referring to 
the practice, now commonly used, of 
displaying an image on a website by
linking to the same image on another
website
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Framing & 
bandwidth theft

✓ Bandwidth is the amount of data 
transferred from a website to a user's 
computer

✓ When someone frames (hotlinks) one of 
my pictures in his/her website, 
everytime the image appears in that site
I´m paying for that bandwidth

An analogy for bandwidth theft: 
“A stranger plugging into your electrical 
outlets, using your electricity without 
your consent, and you paying for it”
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Your frame, in fact your web
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Image showed from the

web of our client

Image showed from

the web of our client
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-It´s all this about “framing” as inoffensive as it 
seems, or it is something more complex affecting 
the income of photographers and photo agencies in 
a big way?

-Let´s analyze an example, using the picture you 
have just seen
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The Hotlinking FAN
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40 pages (391) uses 

not licensed therefore

substantial revenue

lost by authors and

rightholders
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….and so on…



✓ “How is possible that my images have been
so widely used and I have not seen these
“sales” reported? authors say to us”

✓ We endorse the right of information, but
certainly not at the expense of using our
visual content without asking and, worse, 
no compensation for the uses

✓ It is clear that all this is killing professional
photography as we know it because
authors can´t live out of the images they
produce anymore



✓ We are grateful for the efforts made by a 
number of MEP to put forward amendments
to cover the use made by search engines of 
visual content

✓ Such amendments are welcome but are not 
yet sufficient to address the framing
loophole

✓ We believe that we at CEPIC can work
along with Collecting Societies and EVA to 
put forward compromise amendments to 
address this important issue.
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If no solution will be found
soon photographic agencies 
and photographers will be 

condemned to…
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…the wages of hunger

Thank you
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