
 

1 

 

CEPIC SEMINAR SESSIONS ON GOOGLE 

 
Berlin, 23 May 2017 – As part of its annual Congress, CEPIC will host a one-day 
series of four seminars focusing on issues around Google's continuing 
dominance in search. The seminar sessions are supported by ICOMP and the 
Open Internet Project. 
 
The seminars are held on 15 June 2017 from 09:30 to 17.00 in Salon 8, 12

th
 

floor of the Maritim ProArte Hotel in Berlin (Friedrichstrasse 151). Bringing 
together major experts in the field, all three seminars are open to the public. 
As seats are limited, please book your seat for the whole day or for a 
specific session via googleworkshop@cepic.org  
 
In 2014, CEPIC initiated a Google Images Workshop in Berlin. The successful 
event, packed with more than 100 participants, looked at Google's dominance in 
search, its effect on competition and the development of a click-copy-paste 
culture of ''free'' in the visual industry. In February 2017, Google rolled its new 
Image Search in Germany – to the detriment of the entire picture industry. More 
than ever, Google's dominance raises fundamental concerns of fairness and a 
level playing field. What are the effects of Google’s conduct? What can effected 
parties do about it? What needs to be done?  
 
Two seminars in the morning will present the latest updates around Google in 
Germany, the EU and the US. The first afternoon seminar will focus on particular 
solutions for picture agencies, the second on the impact of internet monopolies on 
the Internet market. 
 
1

st
 Seminar from 09:30 to 10:30 

- Registration starts at 9:00 H - 
- Seminar language is German -  
Google in Germany: Copyright Lawsuits and Negotiations 
Following the roll-out of the new Google Image Search, the German Association 
of Picture Agencies (BVPA) has launched an initiative against the new features in 
order to negotiate a better solution with Google. Mathias Jahn, Head of 
Secretariat of the BVPA will provide an update on the association's initiative and 
negotiations with Google. The legal counsel of the BVPA, David Seiler, will 
introduce all legal aspects and difficulties met at German and European level. 
Dirk Feldmann, legal counsel for the German Association of photographers 
(Freelens) will inform about the two copyright lawsuits submitted against Google 
in Germany: a first claim rejected in September 2016 and a new lawsuit filed in 
March 2017. 
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nd
 Seminar from 11.00 to 13.00 

- Seminar language is English - 
Google in the EU and the US: Search, Complaints and Licensing 
Eric Léandri, President of the Open Internet Project and CEO of the search 
engine Qwant, will talk on how a fair search engine can support both users and 
rightholders. Prof Dr Thomas Höppner, lawyer at Hausfeld, who has drafted EU-
competition complaints for CEPIC, German publishers and the OIP, will provide 
an overview on the progress and state of affairs. Konrad Miller, Corporate 
Counsel at Getty Images, will inform about the Getty Images competition 
complaint against Google Images and Tim Cowen competition lawyer at Preiskel 
on damages claims. Alfonso Gutierrez, president of CEPIC, photographer and 
picture agency owner with more than 40-year experience will share his views on 
how Google has changed the way we trade with images. Cathy Aron, Executive 
Director of DMLA will present an US view on Google and Google Images. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://i-comp.org/
http://www.openinternetproject.net/
mailto:googleworkshop@cepic.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUFnlQ2iBWc
http://bvpa.org/
https://www.freelens.com/
http://www.openinternetproject.net/
http://www.qwant.com/
https://www.hausfeld.com/
http://www.openinternetproject.net/
http://www.gettyimages.de/
http://www.preiskel.com/people/tim-cowen/
http://www.cepic.org/
http://pacaoffice.org/
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rd

 Seminar from 14.15 to 15.45 
- Seminar language is English - 
What the Future Holds for Picture Agencies: Emerging Revenues from 
Collecting Societies and ''Google Tax'' 
How will photography agencies adapt in the future and to the future? The seminar 
will look at new ways of collecting money for copyright protected works and at 
how the value generated by creative content online may flow back to the content 
creators. Next to the recent endeavours in Germany and the US, speakers will 
address the newly founded collecting society in the UK and the new law in France 
on Image Search Engines. Speakers: Anke Schierholz (VG Bildkunst), Paul 
Seheult (PICSEL), Thierry Maillard (ADAGP), Eugene Mopsik (ASCRL) and 
Anna Skurczinska (Open Plan Law). 
 
4

th
 Seminar from 16.00 to 17.00 

- Seminar language is English 
Special session devoted to the Internet giants and their impact on the online 

market. Speakers: Michael Weber ICOMP, Léonidas Kalogeropoulos Open 

Internet Project, Tim Cowen Preiskel 
 
The series of seminars offers the opportunity to engage with expert speakers 
from around the globe, and to learn about the latest events vital to the future of 
the content industry in general and the image licensing industry in particular. It is 
a must for photographers, image libraries, and all those interested in the future of 
the image industry.  
 
The sessions will be moderated by Michael Weber, president of ICOMP and of 
the Open Internet Project, with extensive knowledge of the Internet economy, and 
Sylvie Fodor, Executive Director of CEPIC with her many-years of experience of 
the picture industry. 
 
About CEPIC: 
CEPIC was founded in 1993 to have a unified representation in light of new legislation emerging from 
Brussels. As the Center of the Picture Industry, CEPIC federates 600 picture agencies and photo 
libraries in 20 countries across Europe, both within and outside the European Union. It has affiliates in 
North America and Asia. CEPIC’s membership includes large and smaller stock photo libraries, major 
photo news agencies, art galleries and museums, video companies. CEPIC has among its members 
the big global players such as Getty, Shutterstock or Reuters. Through this membership, CEPIC 
represents more than 250.000 authors in direct licensing. The annual CEPIC Congress extends 
CEPIC’s network on all five continents. It is the largest global gathering of the international photo 
community representing 90% of the market worldwide. CEPIC has been a member of WIPO since 
1997, IPTC since 2005, of ICOMP since 2009, of the Linked Content Coalition since 2012 and of 
Creativity Works! since 2014. It was a partner of ARROW PLUS between 2011 and 2013 and leads on 
the image work package of the Rights Data Integration project in 2013 – 2015.  
 
About OIP 
The Open Internet Project was founded by several European Digital Players in May  2014 to demand 
the ban of Google’s manipulative favouring of own services and content. If a business cannot be found 
online, it cannot be competitive. If Google’s services always appear most prominently, irrespective of 
their relevance, consumers may not find the most relevant offerings. Since Google operates both a 
monopoly search engine and non-search related services, it has an incentive and the ability to use its 
search engine to divert consumers to its other offerings. This behaviour gives Google a competitive 
advantage that no concurrent can fight. The association fights against all competition abuses in 
relation with GAFA (Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon), including the threats represented by 
American digital companies regarding to the respect of their users privacy.  
 
About ICOMP 
ICOMP is an initiative to encourage competition, transparency, data privacy, security and respect for 
intellectual property online. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bildkunst.de/index.html
http://www.picsel.org.uk/about-picsel/
http://www.adagp.fr/en
http://www.ascrl.org/
http://openplanlaw.com/
http://www.i-comp.org/
http://www.openinternetproject.net/
http://www.openinternetproject.net/
http://www.preiskel.com/people/tim-cowen/
http://www.i-comp.org/
http://www.openinternetproject.net/
http://www.cepic.org/
http://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html
http://www.iptc.org/site/Home/
http://www.i-comp.org/
http://www.linkedcontentcoalition.org/home_page.html
http://creativityworks.eu/
http://www.arrow-net.eu/
http://www.rdi-project.org/
http://www.openinternetproject.net/
http://i-comp.org/

