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The Copyright DSM Directive: rationales and content 

• Internal market-building (a ‘Digital Single Market’) 

• Competitiveness of the EU system 

• Fairness and value gaps 
April 2019 Adopted by EU Parliament and Council 

June 2019  Publication in the EU Official Journal 

2019-2021 Opportunity to lobby national legislators 

7 June 2021 Deadline for national transpositions 



The state of  
national transpositions 

Source: https://www.notion.so/DSM-Directive-Implementation-Tracker-361cfae48e814440b353b32692bba879  



Article 15 (press publishers’ right) 

Who Press publishers established in the EU 

What Press publications (may include pictures and videos) 

Scope Reproduction and making available of press content online 

Exclusions • Hyperlinking (but might be copyright-relevant) 
• Individual words or very short extracts 
• Private or non-commercial uses of press publications by individual users 
• Mere facts reported in press publications 

Against Information society service providers 

Duration 2 years 

Unclear • Waivable? 
• ‘Very short’ extracts 



France 

Walking down memory lane … Germany, Spain, but also voluntary initiatives (Belgium, Italy) 

France and beyond 



Article 17 (online content sharing service providers) 

* ‘OCSSP’ does not include: B2B cloud 
services, open source software-
development and-sharing platforms, 
online marketplaces, others… 

** If your service (i) has been available 
in the EU for less than 3 years and (ii) 
has an annual turnover below €10m, 
then you only need to comply with (a) 
and (c). If, in addition to (i) and (ii), 
(iii) the average number of monthly 
unique visitors exceeds 5 million, then 
you also need to comply with (d). 



Germany and beyond 

European Commission’s view 



Will the provisions achieve their goal(s)? 
• The perceived freedom of Member States 

• The perceived freedom of the main actors 

• A copyright problem only? 
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